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|. My first wish is to see this plague to man- With malice toward none, with charity for 
__ kind (war) banished from the earth—to see all, with firmness in the right as' God gives 

- . the whole world in peace and the inhabitants us to see the right, let us strive on * * * to 
of it as one band of brothers striving who do all which may achieve and cherish a 

‘should contribute most to the happiness of just peace among ourselves and with all 


mankind. nations. 
ie GEORGE WASHINGTON fe ABRAHAM LINCOLN — 
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Z Notes and Comments 


: ASHINGTON, LINCOLN—how rich Dr. Tucker (November 26, 1929), our Agency 
YY is our heritage! We do well to cherish Secretary, that at one place he met a man who 
‘their memories in our hearts, as well as by had bought from a merchant living near the 
‘their monuments; to cultivate their spirit, and railroad one of our 74-cent Portuguese Bibles, 
also heed their counsel. May the air view on but paid for it $6, so eager was he to own and 
‘our cover, of the national monuments to them read the book he had heard about, but had 
in Washington, D. C., and the quotations from never before seen. 


each be a real message to ese 
us all this February. INDICATIONS have been 
e e 


abundant, during the past 
year, of a wide and lively 
interest in our work for 
the blind. Since the story 
of this work in our No- 
vember issue, gifts have 
come, running all the way 
from a few cents to one of 
a thousand dollars. The 
work of almoner has been 
made easy and happy. 


* OK OOK 


_ A SHIPMENT, from the 
Bible House, of 42 cases 
of Scriptures to Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, on Janu- 
ary 11, 1930, weighed 
nearly three tons and con- 
tained books in twenty-one 
languages. It is interest- 
ing to note that these dif- 
ferent languages are used 
in the region served by the 
La Plata gency : English, 
Arabic, “Armenian, Bul- 
garian, Croatian, Czecho- 
slovakian, Danish, Espe- 


During 1929 the vol- 
umes distributed among 
the blind from the Bible 


The December Record 
brought the glad story of a 
large task completed — the 
translation of the New Testa- 
ment into Cakchiquel. 

Photographs, making the tale 
more vivid, have only now 
been received, but they are too 
interesting not to be shared. 

Above are Mr. and Mrs. 
Townsend in Indian costume, 
opposite the cornstalk home 
where they lived when begin- 
ning their work among the 
Indians. 

At the right are three Indian 
officials of the town of Chichi- 
casteango. 

At the left is a resident of 
the same town, spinning the 
black wool yarn with which 
their clothes are made. 


ranto, German, Greek, Hebrew, Hungarian, House in New York reached a new total— 
Trish, Italian, Japanese, Polish, Portuguese, 3,725. The blind and their friends paid the 50 
Roumanian, Russian, Ruthenian, and Spanish. cents a volume price for practically 90 per cent. 
e e of this total, showing how greatly the volumes 

A misstonary who has recently made a long are desired. Generous contributions from 
journey into the interior of Brazil reported to others for this special service have met the bal- 
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ance cost of these expensive vol- 
umes—some $10,000. 

Of the total distributed, 2,478 
were in Revised Braille, 520 in New 
York Point, 496 in Moon, 89 in 
English Braille, 60 in American 
Braille, 58 in Line Letter, and 24 in 
French, Spanish, Norwegian, and 
Portuguese Braille. 

ak ee 

To the blind and their friends we 
are happy to report that the New 
Testament following the American 
Standard Revised Version is now 
available in Interpoint Braille 1%. 
It comes in five volumes of the new 
standard page 11x11 inches. The 
Old Testament, 15 volumes, in In- 
terpoint Braille 1144, in the same 
version, has been available for some 
time; so that now the whole Bible 
in the American Standard Version 
can be had in Interpoint. Some of 
the outstanding leaders, both blind 
and seeing, of workers among the blind ad- 
vised the issue of the Bible in this version, as 
they wanted the latest authoritative translation 
of the best Hebrew and Greek texts. 

ree es 


in 1920. 


Progress is being made in the making of 
plates for the printing of the whole Bible in 
Interpoint Braille 114 following the Authorized 
or King James Version in the same handy 11x 


Mr. and Mrs, Townsend and the cornstalk home in which much of the 
early translation work was done and the first Cakchiquel Gospel of John 
“The hut in 
Patzum was cold and damp” in the account of the translation of the New 
Testament into Cakchiquel, which appeared in our December RECORD. 


was printed. One may easily believe the statement 
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The Indian hut in Patzum where Mr. and Mrs. Townsend slept, ate, 
studied, and held services while beginning their study of Cakchiquel, 
Pastor Trinidad Bac, who stands at the right with an open 
Bible in his hand, was their teacher at that time. 


1l-inch page volume. This edition should be 
available by the middle of the year. 
& e 

IN a letter dated December 19, received from 
Theron Cooper, Syracuse, N. Y., is the follow- 
ing: 

Accept this small Christmas present ($5) to the 
Bible Society * * * I have been a Life Member 
of the Society for more than sixty years. I am now 


in my ninetieth year. 
a s 


READING the Bible to children of 
Soviet workers in Russia is said by 
the Daily Mail of London to have 
caused the imprisonment of Prin- 
cess Sophie Lieven, sister-in-law of 
Sir Knyaston Studd, lord mayor of 
London in 1928. 

e € 

A Girt of 200 piasters by a poor 

woman in Beirut was her expres- 


dered by one of our colporteurs to 


in an almost starving condition. 
She vowed that, when she found 


week to the American Bible Society. 
Hers was the largest single gift 
trom the Beirut church. 
e oe 
THE Mosaic law helps the work 
of the California Department of 
Industrial Relations, according to 


sion of gratitude for the help ren- | 


herself and family when they were 


work, she would give 25 piasters a | 


February, 1930 


’ 


the director in his report to the governor’s 
council, He cites Deut. 22:8 and 24:15 as giv- 
ing emphatic approval to the functions of acci- 
dent prevention and prompt payment of wages 
—an interesting commentary on the timeliness 
of the timeless Book. 
e e 
Aw elderly lady recently purchased four 
Bibles at the salesroom of the Eastern Agency, 
to be sent to four young women whom she 
had overheard debating the question whether 
there is a God, or perhaps several gods. She 
entered into the discussion and promised to 
send them each a Bible. Probably it did not 
occur to the debaters that they could hardly 
consider the question intelligently without a 
fairly good idea of what the Bible has to say 
on the subject. ee 


Tuts word from Mr. Dana K. Getchell, 
treasurer of Anatolia College in Salonica, 
Greece, is appreciated, especially because. it 
helps us to remember that the work in which 
We are engaged is the subject of prayerful in- 
terest in all parts of the world. We like to 
think of our friends in other lands united with 
us in our great work. 


I wish to thank you for your beautiful calendar 
which was, sent me. The calendar will be a re- 
minder of*your beautiful work as the new year comes 
in, and from day to day and month to month as I 
consult the calendar for dates, I shall be glad to re- 
member the Bible Society in prayer. 

@ e 


THE following letter to, and published in, the 
New York Times of December 8, 1929, is 
worthy of a wide reading, and of careful 
thought: 


The Times editorial about the historic influence of 
the English Bible on the life spiritual of the American 
nation, and its consequent place of honor in our na- 
tional system of education, recalls to mind the noble 
tribute to this great book paid by the late Gino Spe- 
ranza, an American, whose heritage of Latin blood and 
‘culture detracted not a whit from his deep and fervent 
admiration for our ideals and institutions: ‘The 
Bible in the American public school has been, both his- 
torically and spiritually, as much the symbol of self- 
government and of the national conscience as the 
American flag. It has been, in every intimate sense, 
as much a charter of American liberties as the Decla- 
ration of Independence.” 

Here is a statement the significance of which may 
well be pondered by the educators of our youth, re- 
membering that it comes from one who declared of 
himself, “I am not, even remotely, of Anglo-Saxon or 
Nordic stock—but this is my country.” 

Tatcotr Miner BANKS. 


Williamstown, Mass. 
® e 


Mrs. EvizABetH T. FrysiNcer, of Lewis- 
town, Pa., an annuitant of the Society, who 
died on October 31, 1929, had read the Bible 
through no less than forty times in thirty-five 
years, reading after a plan of her own, three 
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chapters of the Old Testament and two in the 
New each day. The Lewistown Sentinel, in a 
long appreciation of her outstanding Christian 
character, notes that “she was so familiar with 
the words of Scripture, that she was able to 
engage in the responsive reading of any Psalm 
at evening service in her church without the 
aid of the ritual, which she was prevented from 
using on account of impaired eyesight.” 
e e 


To Ten Thousand Prisoners 


HE plain, rough boxes pictured here were 
filled with ten thousand copies of the 
Gospel of Luke, to be given to as many pris- 
oners in the Southwest through the Southwest- 
ern Agency at Dallas, Texas. The picture was 
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taken in front of the depository a few days 
before Christmas. The books were given out 
in the various institutions on Christmas Eve. 
Through correspondence with the chaplains in 
Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Louisiana, 
the arrangement was made that chaplains would 
present each prisoner with a Gospel, with the 
specific request that it be read during Christmas 
Day. They were sent out with the prayer that 
the One who came to “preach deliverance to 
the captives” should become the Saviour of the 
readers. 
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Translating into Mam 


By the Rev. H. Dudley Peck 


HE actual work of translation is so exact- 

ing, and our time so limited by the older 
and established work, that I have neglected to 
take down the interesting incidents which are 
constantly occurring at the table. I enclose, 
however, some facts. 


Living Dictionaries and Grammars 


In translating the Bible into the Mam lan- 
guage, an Indian tongue of western Guatemala, 
used by 200,000, the missionaries have to rely 
on living dictionaries and grammars, as the 
written material is scanty and defective. The 
Indians who serve in the above rdle are selected 
for their interest in the project of translating 
the Bible into their tongue, their probity, their 
general intelligence, their acquaintance with 
their own language, and their knowledge of 
Spanish, which is the language of the govern- 
ment and larger market places. 


Hearing Mam 


Woe unto the missionary that has ears and 
does not hear in the Mam Indian country! 
Our only authoritative linguist in the Mam lan- 
guage, Jaramillo, heard four k sounds, but used 
only three in his alphabet. In our Bible transla- 
tion work we have become convinced that all 
four letters should be included in our alphabet. 
Homophones help to prove our point. A gut- 
tural explosive k before the broader vowels be- 
comes identical with a prepalatal explosive k to 
unhearing ears; but the distinction between 
these two sounds makes all the difference of, 


A Voice from Peru 


T is most heartening from time to time to 

learn of the many individuals in all parts 
of the world who are devoted and earnest fel- 
low laborers in the work of world-wide Bible 
distribution. 

The following interesting record of such ser- 
vice is taken from a letter from Mr. Roger S. 
Winans, at the present time a missionary iso- 
lated among the forest Indians of the Aguaruna 
tribe in Peru: 

“About twenty years ago, when I was just 
starting in the Christian life, I did not even 
know that there was such a thing as a ‘Bible 
Society’ in the world. In my quest for Spanish 
evangelical literature I definitely prayed for 
guidance, and only a few days later saw a plac- 
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say: “The woman went to the well to dra 
(gkayil) water,” or “the woman went to t 
well to sell (k’ayil) water”; “to fight the go 
fight (gkoj),” or “to fight the good maske 
man (k’oj)”; “in the days of thy youth (gka), 
or “in the days of thy bitterness (k’a).” 
Knowing Spanish 

Knowing Spanish as spoken in trading an 
arranging legal matters is different from know 
ing Spanish as written in the books of the Ol 
and New Testaments. The most capable 0 
the Indian helpers reveal an aversion to defini 
Spanish words. One of them, confusing the 
word for “peace” (paz) with a form of 
verb “to pass” (pasar), rendered Luke 1: 
“to guide our feet into the way of peace”’ as “te 
guide our feet into the way of passing.” Ans 
other, in translating John 15, insisted on the 
word for “vine” (vid) as a form of the word 
for “life” (vida). The Indians change all 73 
into p’s, so that when the helper named Just 
heard Romans 5:1, he conceived the notion that 
the word for “justified” (justificados) wa 
“justas, pecados” (sins), and he was not cer 
tain whether the meaning was “‘righteous sins 
or the “‘sins of Justo.” There is a general mis= 
interpretation of the word for “the sanctified” 
(los santificados), the rendering being “tht 
holy sins.” The daily multiplication of such im 
stances of ignorance leads the missionaries 
work more diligently to make the whole oi 
God’s Word available for the whole of the 
Mam Indian tribe. 


ard which announced the Scriptures in Spanish, 
I bought a Spanish-English New Testament fo 
my own use, and later secured, from a colpor= 
teur, small quantities of Spanish Testament 
which I sold to the Mexican section hands. 
“Eventually I learned of the work of t 
American Bible Society and ordered my Span= 
ish Scriptures direct from the Agency at Dens 
ver, Colorado. During all the years of m 
missionary activity I have pushed the circul 
tion of the Scriptures and looked upon th 
Bible Societies as a part of the great missio 
ary movement. In twenty years’ time I ha 
circulated pretty close to 20,000 copies of t 
Scriptures with my own hands, and superi 
tended the circulation of very many more.” 


February, 1930 
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Helping Typhoon Victims 


By the Rev. G. B. Cameron, 


E. were able recently to perform a service 
aN in a misfortune in a way that, I trust, 
will help to render the people less unfortunate. 


The typhoon of which you have no doubt 
read, which hit certain parts of the north in 
‘the Philippines, came within thirty miles of 
Manila. The river at a nearby point became 
blocked with tremendous.logs which had been 
thrown into the river in the mountains. At 
Quingua (pronounced Kingwa) these logs 
jammed against the river bridge at a turn of 
the river. The river rapidly arose to a point 


ninety feet above its normal level, and some 
of the logs were washed up on top of the rail- 
road bridge, which is approximately one hun- 
dred feet above the level of the river. 

~ The bridge held until they were able to blast 
‘out the logs; but the river had overrun its 


banks, inundating a number of towns scattered 
along the river at this point. The logs in the 
river were washed over the banks and in many 
eases driven through people’s homes. In one 
“instance, a house was washed down the stream, 
and the family inside had succeeded in chopping 
a hole in the roof and were perched there 
awaiting rescue. However, one of these logs 
coming down the river with tremendous force 
drove through the house, smashing it to bits 
‘and killing all of the family except the father. 
In other places people were killed in their beds 
by the logs wrecking their homes. In all, about 
forty or fifty people were killed in that district 
from logs and floods. 
Four Thousand Persons Reached 

I went over the district last Sunday after- 
‘noon, and arranged with a number of pastors 
‘to go with our truck to distribute portions in 


ow 


Secretary, Philippines Agency 


the district. They worked for two and a half 
days, our bookkeeper, who is a splendid field 
man, supervising them. Four thousand people 
were reached with portions, and everywhere 
there were expressions of gratitude that the 
Bible Society had been so thoughtful. The 
Red Cross was on the field handing out food 
and clothing, and many of the people stated 
that, except for the Red Cross, we were the 
only ones who had thought to help them. The 
Governor General gave P1500 to the Red Cross 
to assist in their work, and I understood that 
the Red Cross has made a plea for the Red 
Cross in the United States to aid in this and 
other sections. 


Cooperation with the Presbyterian Mission 
Having observed the conditions nearby, I 
wrote Mr. Smith in the Presbyterian field at 


MR. CAMERON (left) AND A 
GROUP OF UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS 


at an annual “Y’’ conference at 
Baguio, in the hills. This picture 
reveals another form of service 
Mr. Cameron renders. Of it he 
writes: ‘‘These conferences are 
held right after Christmas and run 
for a week. Missionaries and Fili- 
pino leaders take charge of the 
groups. Teaching is directly from 
the Bible and is intended to lead 
toward definite decisions for Christ 
or Christian service. I always en- 
joy being able to participate in 
these conferences, although I am 
not able to do so every year, as 
this is the time when I am often 
able to take long trips by automo- 
bile on Luzon to visit various 
missionaries in connection with 
our work.” 


Legaspi, Albay, asking him if he would care 
to use our colportage truck, which was work- 
ing in that district, to put on a similar distribu- 
tion campaign in the district devastated there 
by the same typhoon. This district is over 
three hundred miles distant, and transportation 
to that point was practically at a standstill ex- 
cept for an occasional boat. However, they 
managed to get mail through, and I had a re- 
turn wire two days later stating that colpor- 
teurs whom he employs there under our bud- 
get would be put to work with our truck and 
chauffeur (who is also a colporteur employed 
directly by us) distributing portions gratis in 
the devastated areas. 

We had printed 10,000 Bicol Johns, expect- 
ing to have to use them among refugees from 
the Mayon eruption. However, Mayon did not 
erupt seriously, and we held the portions, be- 
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cause we wanted to cover them especially for 
the donation, as we do not, as a rule, donate 
portions. I have arranged to put covers on 
these 10,000 portions with a statement on the 
cover that they are put up especially for the 
typhoon sufferers. In the meantime, the col- 
porteurs and our chauffeur are engaged in dis- 
tributing the regular editions of portions in 
those areas. 


The Worst Rainfall in Years 


Mr. Smith writes that the rainfall in the 
Bicol region has been the worst that they have 
had in years, and that many towns have been 
inundated as a result of the floods. He says 
that ten days after the typhoon, at the time of 
writing, people were still going about the town 
of Naga in boats. At another point on Luzon 
where two rivers joined at the sea, the town 
on the delta was almost completely destroyed. 


The Bible Frees a Prisoner 


TEVE FERKO is still in the penitentiary 

in Pittsburgh. But, though he is legally 
a prisoner, through grace he has gained his 
spiritual freedom, as his story, reprinted from 
the Christian Union Herald, shows: 

“This boy lost both his father and mother 
before he was one year old. He was taken into 
the home of his grandmother. When he was 
about eight years old, he began to use tobacco 
and strong drink; for in this home the Bible 
was unknown and liquor was well known. 
When he was about ten years of age, he was 
put to work in a brickyard, later on a farm, 
and by the time he was twelve years of age he 
was working in the ore mines of Hungary. 
Hard work for a boy of twelve vears, and what 
little money he received he took home to his 
grandmother. Both in the home and at work 
the environment was bad for this boy, making 
it easy for him to fall in line with those who 
swore, stole, fought, and did many other wrong 
things. 

“When Pista (in English Steve) was sixteen 
years of age, through the kindness of his sister 
who had come to America, he was able to come 
to this country too. For six long months he 
was unable to get work after coming to this 
country. During this time he stayed with his 
sister, but never having become interested in 
studying, he remained in ignorance of the Eng- 
lish language. Much of his time was spent in 
the cheaper shows. After the six months 
passed, he started to work in the coal mines, 
and as in the old country he found bad com- 
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The flood water was erroneously reported aj 
first as a tidal wave, but later the real cause of 
the flood was determined. In my eight years 
here I have not known of a typhoon that has 
caused so much damage by water. We have 
had typhoons, especially one last year, that 
caused a great deal of damage by wind; 

somehow we feel that a typhoon which brin 
so much rain is far worse than that which dan 
ages chiefly by the force of wind. It is not 
serious matter for people in the outlying di 
tricts in these islands to have the roofs blow 
off from their houses, but when their hous 
are swept away by the floods, it is not only 3 
real danger, but a calamity. Also the crops a 
more likely to be damaged by water than 

wind; for in the rainy season the rice is n 
very high, and, if the water overtops the ri 
the plants die. This means destitution ant 
oftentimes famine. 


pany to associate with. He became a drunk 
ard and gambled his hard earned money away 
forgetting the old, ill grandmother in his home= 
land. 

“With no knowledge of the Bible teachings 
without Christian friends, knowing not Jesus 
Christ as his personal Saviour, he went fro 
bad to worse. Pista met with many accident 
here, as in the old country. On one occasion, 
about fifteen years ago, he fell from the second 
story of a building while working and was_ 
picked up almost dead. He was rushed to ¢ 
nearby hospital where, following a series 0 
operations, he finally recovered. 

‘He decided to marry and settle down; but 
a week before his marriage he got into trouble, 
and with one of his bad chums was arreste 
Following a trial in our courts, he was sen 
tenced, upon circumstantial evidence, to die it 
the electric chair. The case was twice rehearé 
and each time the same verdict rendered, each 
time on the same questionable basis. Piste 
waited for almost four years for death. 

“While in the county jail awaiting death, 
Pista heard much talk about the Bible, the 
Word of God and its saving power. Here he 
started to read the Bible in his own language 
for the first time in his life; and through his 
reading he found the Lord Jesus as his own 
personal Saviour. He gave his heart to God 
for all time,—complete surrender,—and came 
to know his Bible as the Book of Books ane 
to love it as his best book. Through, and by 
the help of, the Bible he had found peace and 
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joy, and been made happy in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He also learned how to read and write 
English. 

_ “Then, while he was ready to die, by the 
help and love of God, he also had a new inter- 
est in living. He now wanted to live to help 
this people in Hungary to know the Bible and 
the Lord Jesus as their Saviour. He wanted 
to serve Jesus and his fellowmen. With this 
idesire in his heart, he started to talk about 
Jesus and his precious teaching, distributing 
the Bible and other good -books among his fel- 
low prisoners. He started a Bible Class right 
in the jail (even in the ‘Death Row’) with 
one other man. The class very rapidly grew 
in numbers as well as in interest. Pista read 
the Bible to them, explained it as best he could, 
and prayed for and with them in the jail. 

“Months passed. Pista, instead of being 
sent to the electric chair, was sent to a big state 
prison. Here he continued his studies, espe- 
cially of the Bible; and was also permitted to 
continue the distribution of books, especially 


NIVPRSAL BIBLE SUNDAY, recently 

observed on Sunday, December 8, seems 
to have been more widely observed than in 
any preceding year. While it is impossible 
to determine the number of churches which 
observed it, the available data show a decided 
increase in interest in it. 
_ The theme “For Such an Age as This” reg- 
istered very acceptably, judging from the com- 
ments noted in the correspondence from pas- 
tors. The poster with its many colors and 
aried scenes brought forth favorable com- 
nents. The Japanese Agency reduced it some- 
what in size and, adding some explanatory 
hrases in Japanese, circulated it widely 
hroughout the Agency. The brochure aot, 
ynn Harold Hough was translated into Ara- 
ic, Spanish, and Japanese, in its entirety, and 
in part into Portuguese, and circulated widely 
hroughout the territory served by the Agencies 
in which these languages are spoken. The call 
for “Responsive Readings” was overwhelming, 
éecessitating a reprinting at the eleventh hour, 
nd the working out of a fast schedule of mail- 
ing, so that all the pastors who had requested 
them would receive them in time. Altogether 
42,000 ‘Responsive Readings” were used, as 
sompared to 517,000 the year before. , 
Readers of the Recorp may recall the testi- 
monials to the Bible and to Bible Sunday sent 
by President Hoover and by the governors of 
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Bibles. He was very soon put to work in the 
prison library, where he learned to be more 
helpful to others. And now, while he works in 
the prison library, he is also sending, by special 
privilege granted him by the prison authorities, 
many Bibles and Testaments to Hungary, to 
his own people, friends and poor, that they too 
may learn the way of salvation from God’s 
Word, that they too may be enlightened. Now 
through the efforts of Pista about two hundred 
families in Hungary are reading the blessed 
words of, life, the story of Jesus which never 
grows old—the story which has made Pista 
happy and a true missionary to the Hungarian 
people. Though he still is in prison, his dream 
is coming true; his own people are rejoicing in 
the Holy Scriptures and are reading the Bible. 

“His most earnest desire is that boys and 
girls throughout the world may learn from 
the Bible the way to live the true life, and to 
love and serve Jesus all their lives; for he is 
filled with the joy of Jesus’ love for not only 
Selimebut tom alla 


Universal Bible Sunday, 1929 


By General Secretary Brown 
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many of the states. These testimonials proved 
very effective as publicity mediums, so that 
the secular and religious press gave Bible Sun- 
day generous attention. 


The following comments received from pas- 
tors indicate interest in Bible Sunday and 
appreciation of the Society’s efforts: 


I acknowledge the receipt of your material “For 
Such an Age as This” and find that it is not only 
interesting but inspirational. 


Thank you very, very much for sending me the ar- 
ticle by Dr. Hough. I have read it with the deepest 
interest and profit. I congratulate you that you are 
giving it such wide circulation. I am sure it will be 
very helpful. 


We observed Universal Bible Sunday with a special 
service last Sunday morning, using the responsive 
readings, the poster, and the suggestions from that 
splendid sermon by Dr. Hough. It made a most ef- 
fective service. Had ordered 200 copies of the respon- 
sive service. It was all good stuff, and I heard many 
favorable comments about the service. 


I want to tell you that we observed Universal Bible 
Sunday in our church. I spoke on the subject “Have 
We Outgrown the Bible?” My inspiration for it came 
from that splendid article of Lynn Harold Hough. 
Thank you for sending out such an inspiring produc- 


The First Box of Bibles in Texas 


By Mrs. Caroline Campbell 


This link with former days has reached us through Mrs. J. J. Booker, of Temple, Texas, daughter 
of its author and granddaughter of the one who took the first box of Bibles to Texas. It may recall 
memories to some of the older, and help some of the younger, of our readers to realize the develop- 
| In those early days, when there were no representatives of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society in Central and South Americas, its frequent practice was to commit boxes of 
Bibles and Testaments not only to missionaries, but also to Christian business men and captains of 
The- distribution of the Scriptures was accomplished 
through Christian men resident in those lands. 


ments during the century. 
ships bound for ports in those regions. 


N May 11, 1833, Mr. David Ayers and 
wife, and six children, embarked at New 
York on the brig Asia for Texas. They 
brought with them a box of Bibles, sent out 
by the American Bible Society, I think the first 
ever forwarded by an organized society to 
J éxas. 
Wrecked in the Bahamas 
Nothing occurred to vary the monotony of 
the six weeks’ voyage, until we arrived at the 
Bahama Islands, when, through the negligence 
of the captain, we were stranded on one of 
them. Then our patience and endurance were 
severely tested. The Asia sprung a leak. It 
was necessary to work the pumps almost inces- 
santly during eight days. Under this arduous 
and protracted toil the men became so ex- 
hausted that the females and children relieved 
them at the pumps. It was while the women 
and children were thus engaged that the brig 
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tion. I can always speak with enthusiasm about the 
work of the Bible Societies, having seen their fruit o 
the mission field. 


Permit me to say just a word of commendation upon 
the beautiful and very meaningful poster which the 
Bible Society has got out this year. To my mind 
it is one of the best you have ever sent out, and I am 
sure that it will bring some kind of a response which 
will be very helpful in “such an age as this. 


I am writing to tell you about the success of the ser 
vice we had on Bible Sunday evening We took e 
brochures which you so kindly sent us, and divided 


them up in their several parts, having a_boy or gir 


to represent each part: as Industry, Organization 


Salesman, etc. There was a leader to introduce each 
part. It made a very nice and interesting service. 
The audience was of good size, and all seemed to en 
joy the exercise. 


A professor in a state teachers college, having 
seen the poster in the vestibule of his church, 
wrote as follows: “I am writing a book fot 
high school students called ‘Explorations im 
Psychology and Guidance Visualized,’ a text 
book in social studies for use of second 
students in schoolroom and home. In one 
chapter, ‘Our Modern World,’ I would like t 
use your poster, if you will kindly give me per 
mission.” 
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floated off the involuntary moorings. Added 
to the distress of our perilous situation, we 
were boarded by pirates; but for some causé 
they did not remain long aboard the brig. 

At last the grand finale came. We were 
wrecked near St. Joseph’s Island, off the coast 
of what is now southern Texas. By means of 
small boats and wading, the 101 passengers 
succeeded in reaching the island without loss 
of life. The hardships and privations of that 
voyage are indelibly fixed in my memory. 


Refuge in San Patricio 


Boats from San Patricio arrived and con- 
veyed us thither. We remained there six 
months. 


A pious young man had preceded us to San 
Patricio and distributed some tracts there, 
which greatly offended the Catholic priest, 
Father Malloy, who complained to the alcalde. 


ebruary, 1930 


What functionary and zealot of the Catholic 
aith banished the young man from the town 
und caused the tracts to be burned in the square. 
In view, therefore, of the summary treatment 
of the young man and his tracts, and also of 
he fact that the church of Rome prevailed, my 
ather deemed it policy to be prudent as to the 
method of distributing his Bibles. He procured 
2 house for his family, made us as comfortable 
as possible, and then turned his attention to 
is books. He kept the box of Bibles out of 
sight ; only placing four—two in English and 
Spanish, and two in English—in a conspicuous 
place, in his library. 

| Perhaps it was because my father was re- 
outed wealthy that many 
of the principal citizens 
pf San Patricio paid 
heir respects to him ; 
among whom was Father 
Vialloy, the priest. He 
pxamined the library and 
Hiscovered the Bibles; 
said those in Spanish and 
inglish were very good, 
and asked for one, which 
as given him. Another 
as taken from the box 
and put ints place in the 
ibrary. A majority of 
hose who came asked 
tor a Bible, and were 
Dresented with one. 
There was a Mexican 
Zarrison on the opposite 
side of the Nueces River, 
he officers of which 
were also supplied with 
Bibles. 


Opposition from the Priest 


One day Father Mal- 

loy came to our house in great rage. He said, 
‘Mr. Ayers, how dare you distribute those 
damnable books among my people?” ‘You 
astonish me,” replied my father. “Did you not 
ask for a copy? Had i not a right to presume 
you would be pleased for your people to have 
the Bible?’ “I can instruct my people without 
your assistance, or books’; and he left the 
iouse, raging and threatening to have father 
arrested and all his effects, with the books, 
seized. Father, however, asserted that he was 
an American citizen, had a passport, and that 
1is government would protect him. He was 
n0t molested. My father later decided it would 
ye best for us to abandon San Patricio, and we 
leparted for Austin’s Colony, in what is now 
Washington County. 


MR. AND MRS. 
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Settlement in Texas 


It required two weeks for us to reach Wash- 
ington County. Every family we called on, 
during our journey, we supplied with a Bible, 
the majority of whom were destitute. At San 
Felipe, in our county of Austin, then the largest 
town in Texas, my father offered one of the 
principal men of the place a Bible. The gentle- 
man genially remarked he was not a believer 
in the Bible, but waiving the question of its 
authenticity as divine, he would accept it as it 
would do.to swear on. This Bible has a his- 
tory to which I will again refer. 

In 1835, Santa Ana invaded Texas. We, 
in common with all American settlers, fled from 
our homes. Our wagon 
was loaded with Bibles 
and books first, then 
food and clothing. Three 
months we wandered 
without a roof to shelter 
lis)" Atter) the’ battlevor 
San Jacinto, we returned 
to our house; and from 


there to the town of 
Washington on the 
Brazos. 


A Gambler and Drunkard 
Won by a Bible 


A log house was 
erected in Washington, 
in which a Sabbath 
school was founded. This 
was in the fall of 1836. 
The Bibles and books 
sent out by the Ameri- 
can Bible Society sup- 
plied the school. About 
that time, the Rev. Rob- 
ert Alexander and Lyton 
Fowler arrived. 

At a camp meeting conducted by the Rev. 
R. Alexander, near the Colorado River, the con- 
gregation was astonished by the arrival of one 
Wash Steeves, a noted gambler and drunkard, 
who went immediately to the mourners’ bench 
and asked for prayers. He afterward related 
how he had been awakened, having never read 
or heard read the Bible until, by accident as 
it were, he secured one in San Felipe when 
the Texan commander of the post there ordered 
the town to be burned, to prevent its falling in 
the hands of the Mexicans. George Huff, to 
whom my father had given a Bible, invited the 
soldiers into his store and gave them permis- 
sion to take what they pleased, as the balance 
would be burned. Wash Steeves, seeing on 
the shelf the Bible “which would do to swear 
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by,” said: “Boys, I'll take this for my share, as 
my wallet is full.” He proceeded to state to the 
congregation that, whenever the command 
would stop, he would read his Bible; and from 
reading, he became convinced of the reality of 
experimental religion. He came to the camp 
meeting, hoping to obtain a knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and his religion. After his 
conversion, he brought his aged mother to the 
meeting, and she, too, was converted. Wash 


Another Christmas Service 


HIS brief story is “by request.” Some 

of our readers were attracted by the re- 

port of our Christmas service of 1928 here at 

the Bible House in New York. Some have 

written that they followed its general idea this 
last Christmas in their churches. 

The usual Christmas service was held on 
Tuesday noon. A fireplace was built in the 
Managers’ Room back in 1852, when modern 
heating systems were not available. It has 
been chiefly a silent witness to the past. But 
a novel and welcome feature of our Christmas 
service, to. the audience which comfortably 
filled the room, was to be greeted by a glowing 
wood fire, facing which they found their chairs. 
_The depository sent up from the hidden re- 
cesses of the basement its attractively deco- 
rated Christmas tree, which stood near the 
fireplace. Another novel and interesting fea- 
ture was the contribution by “Bobby” Brown, 
the nine-year-old son of General Secretary 
Brown. The sweet and cherished notes of 
“Silent night, holy night” came forth beauti- 


The Story of Maung Ba Lin 


By Mrs. J. C. Richardson, of Insein, Burma 


AUNG BA LIN was a Buddhist monk. 
He had gone into a cave, in company 
with other priests, to spend his days waiting 
for the Light. To priests who withdraw from 
the usual monastery and take up this cave life 
is promised that some day a great light shall 
dawn for them. Not only a spiritual light 
when they shall come to a great understanding 
for all their meditation, but, at the same time, a 
physical light shall also be given, when their 
darkened cave should be flooded with a strange 
light, so that they should see as though it were 
a noonday sun. 
These monks leave their cave only once daily, 
and that is for their morning round of beg- 
ging food. One morning, as he went his 
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Steeves returned to his home on the Brazos 
and was the instrument of a reformation in hi 
section. The gambler became an honest mam; 
the drunkard, a teetotaler and a Christian man.} 
If no other good than the conversion of Was 
Steeves was accomplished, the American Bible 
Society has been amply repaid for its donationy 
of Bibles. The first Bible Society of Texa 
was organized at Center Hill, Austin County, 
in David Ayers’ house by Rev. Schuyler Hose¥ 


re 


fully from his violin as an opening numbef. 
He accompanied, playing from memory, all th 
various Christmas hymns that were sung. 
quartet from the Bible House staff sang another 
of the Christmas hymns, accompanied in the 
last verse by the whole audience, which also 
sang joyously and effectively other hymns. 
The novel feature of the previous year’s ser 
vice was repeated by the reading of the 134 
and 14th verses of the second chapter of Luk 
in different languages. This year it was read 
in 14 different tongues:—English, French, 
German, Swedish, Russian, Portuguese, Span- 
ish, Latin, Italian, Greek (both ancient and 
modern), Hebrew, Turkish, and Telugu. 
brief address and a prayer were part of the 
service, at which were welcomed the office 
forces of other organizations engaged im 
Christian work with headquarters in the Bible 
House. 
A further novel feature was contributed by 
Treasurer Darlington, who presided and closed 
his remarks by quoting an original poem. 


rounds, Maung Ba Lin found by the roadsidé 
in a pile of trash, a tattered booklet, which he 
took back to his cave with him. He read a 
reread the story therein told, and he began te 
think that at last he was finding the true lig 
His tattered book was a copy of John’s Gosp 
in Burmese. This so grew upon him that he 
began to question himself. What had he gained 
by all these months in the dark cave, sittin 
incessantly in meditation? Nothing had been 
gained, except a severe backache! His min 
was made up to pursue further the investigation 
of this strange little book with its talk of th 
True Light. 

He went forth and hunted up a Christian 
and asked him many questions. The Christia: 
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sd him to the nearby missionary, who inter- 
reted further the significance of our True 
ight. He became convinced that he had found 
he light that his soul had long sought, and he 
sked for baptism. At Maymyo Bible Assem- 
ly, where the young Christians and their able 
eaders were gathered together, he had oppor- 

ity for learning and for testing as well. The 
eaders of this assembly were convinced that he 
vas truly a Christian disciple, and he was bap- 
zed. Immediately he began “witnessing,” and 


HEN can it be said that the Scriptures 
have been effectively distributed? To 
hat extent can we depend on the local church 
or distributing Scriptures? Does the recipient 
f a portion come back for a Testament ? What 
the best method of subsidizing and super- 
ising colporteurs? Where are the unoccupied 
reas, and how can we best enter? Are Bibles 
riced too low? What new publicity and ad- 
ertising methods should be introduced? 
These and a hundred more such questions 
ere discussed in a four days’ round table con- 
erence at*the Peiping Bible House, Septem- 
er 23-26. The field and the office Secretaries 
f the American Bible Society from Shanghai, 
ankow, and Peiping were getting acquainted 
ith each other and with each other’s problems. 
To the reduced missionary staff there have 
een added in recent years several Chinese, 
ho are bringing experience, devotion, energy, 
d understanding to the task of distributing 
ie Scriptures among their own people. 


The Personnel 


The Rev. T. H. Lin was the first of these 
en to join the Bible Society. He is a Meth- 
dist minister and gave up administrative re- 
ponsibilities in the Guthrie Middle School of 
inghua, Fukien, to pioneer as a field secre- 
ary with his base in Shanghai. 

He was later joined by Mr. Timothy Wang, 
layman in the employ of the Commercial 
ress, who had done much voluntary work as 
nm evangelist and distributor of the Gospels. 
e is now supervisor of colportage work in 
he Wu dialect region. 

~The Rev. Frank K. Jowe came to the Bible 
ociety from the pastorate of a leading Pres- 
yterian church in Peiping. He studied in 
rinceton Theological Seminary and later in 
Jolumbia University, and is now field secretary 
for North China. 


China Workers 


By the Rev. Carleton Lacy, D.D., Secretary, China Agency 
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soon he brought nine others to find the Light. 
Within three months after he found that tat- 
tered little book, he was settled here in our 
seminary (the Burman Theological Seminary 
of Insein) to study for his ministry of wit- 
nessing. His expert use of the Burmese lan- 
guage gained from his years in the monastery 
set him above the ordinary student, and his pas- 
sion for evangelistic work will make of him a 

man of power. 
—From Missions, December, 
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in Conference 


Mr. Rao Chi-an, field secretary for Central 
China, was reluctantly released by the Hankow 
Y. M. C. A., where he had for years been serv- 
ing as religious work secretary. He is a mem- 
ber of the Wesleyan Church, and has studied 
in the Association College at Springfield, Mass. 

The varied talents and experiences of these 
men, placed alongside that of the Rev. Godfrey 
Hirst, who after eighteen years in Bible So- 
ciety work is still in charge of the Hankow 
office, and of the Rev. Earl A. Hoose, of the 
Peiping office, who is just completing his sec- 
ond term of missionary service, made for a 
lively, unconventional progressive conference, 
which was guided by the Agency Secretary. 


Their Attitude toward the Work 


There was no disposition to break abruptly 
with the past, nor to discard methods that have 
proved valuable. Neither was there any ten- 
dency to avoid facing failures and abuses that 
have crept in under the present policies. On 
the other hand, every session tingled with con- 
structive suggestions for improvement and 
change. New styles in publications are to be 
introduced. 

An earnest effort is to be made to do more 
work through church members and evangelists 
who are willing to undertake voluntary service, 
rather than to induce men to attempt to make 
a living by the sale of “penny portions.” The 
call of “unoccupied fields” was heard, and the 
first steps taken to carry the printed gospel 
message into these regions by colporteur bands 
and by aid to missionaries working along the 
borders. Limited surveys showed large num- 
bers of Christians to be without Bibles, and 
large numbers of illiterates within the church, 
The Bible Society workers recognized their 
own responsibility toward these, but felt that 
it could be met only by active and informed 
cooperation of pastors and Biblewomen. 
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The good fellowship and friendly under- 
standing among the staff was fostered to no 
small degree by the hospitality of Mrs. Hoose, 
who entertained in her home the entire group 
(and also the wives of two of the staff) 
throughout the days and nights of the confer- 
ence. 

The beautifully planned and completed Bible 
House on Hatamen Street provided an alto- 
gether satisfactory meeting place for the dis- 
cussions, which sometimes lasted well into the 
night. 

There were no addresses, no programs, no 
“functions”; but frank talking, hard thinking, 
and quiet praying. The conviction was clear 
that the conference had been well worth while 
and well worth repeating. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


ESDITORS Ee etn cre eae The Secretaries 


New York, FEBRUARY, 1930 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
InsTITUTED 1816 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


JANUARY MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE ninth stated meeting of the Board of 

Managers of the American Bible Society 
in its one hundred and fourteenth year was 
held at the Bible House, Astor Place, New 
York, on Thursday, January 2, 1930, at 3:30 
o’clock p.m., President E. Francis Hyde in the 
chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by As- 
sistant Secretary Fowle. 

The minutes of the eighth stated meeting for 
the year were approved. 

On behalf of the committee which had been 
appointed, the following memorial minute con- 
cerning Henry W. Sackett was read and 
adopted by a rising vote: 


Colonel Henry W. Sackett 


This board with deep regret makes record of 
the death of Colonel Henry W. Sackett, one of the 
Board of Managers of the Society, which occurred 
in New York City on December 9. Mr. Sackett was 
born in Enfield, New York, on August 31, 1853, and 
after graduation from Cornell University, in 1875, 
came to New York City, studied law at Columbia, and 
became a reporter, especially of legal matters, for the 
New York Tribune. Later as counsel for that news- 
paper he came to be recognized as one of the foremost 
authorities on the law of libel. Colonel Sackett’s in- 
terest in public and communal affairs was many- 
sided. After years of service in Squadron A of the 
National Guard he was appointed a member of the 
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staff of Governor Black, and was an assistant pay 
master general of the state during the Spanish War 
He was a member and secretary of the Hudson-Ful 


dent of the American Scenic and Historic Preserva 
tion Society, president of the Andrew H. Green Me 
morial Association, and an active participant in th 
work of restoring French villages destroyed in the 
World War. For many years he was a trustee Of 
Cornell University and devoted great attention 
beautifying the campus, and gave several hundr ~ 
thousand dollars to the improvement and landscaping 
of the famous glens in the university property. B 
side lecturing from time to time at that institution 
for several years, he conducted the course in the law 
of libel in the School of Journalism of Columbia Un 
versity. He was a warden of St. Thomas Episcope 
Church of Mamaroneck. 

Colonel Sackett became a member of the Board oi 
Managers of this Society in 1920 and served on the 
Publication Committee. His interest in the. work 
the Society, and his faithful, clear-sighted and able a 
tention to its problems were recognized and deeply a 
preciated by all his associates in the Board, while h 
personal kindness and charm won their universal a 
fection. 4 


The minutes of the various committees were 
presented and approved. ; 
On recommendation of the Versions Com ; 
mittee, various grants were sanctioned toward 
expenses of translation and revision work to Ne 
carried on during the year 1930. ; 
n 

j 
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On recommendation of the Foreign Agenciés 
Committee, various grants were authorized 
be made to Bible Societies, missions, etc., 
Europe, Asia, and Africa, carrying on the publ 
cation and distribution of the Scriptures in 
gions not covered by the Agencies of the Bib 
Society. 

The Recording Secretary exhibited interes 
ing memorabilia received from Mrs. H. 
Collingwood, revealing the intimate connectie¢ 
of her great-grandfather, John McComb, 
noted architect of New York City Hall, 
the American Bible Society in its earliest year 
he having been the architect of the first Bi 
House it built and a Life Member of, a 
donor to, the Society. The Board of Mai 
agers passed a resolution of thanks and directed 
that the material be placed in the archives 9 
the Society. : 

The Treasurer reported the following c n- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies 
during the month of November, 1929: Braz : 
4,725 volumes, valued at $2,585.33 ; Caribbean, 
5,593 volumes, valued at $1,968.71; Japan, 34 
volumes, valued at $17.39; Philippines, 1 val 
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ume, valued at .59; Upper Andes, 400 volumes 
valued at $248.84; West Indies, 689 volumes 
valued at $437.76; total volumes, 11,442, tota 
value, $5,258.62. / 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of November were 460,385 volumes. : 
| 


The meeting was adjourned. 
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ONE OF THE MANY REASONS 


Why Christian Investors Secure 
Our Annuity Bond Agreements 


Unlike bonds, callable stocks, t , and other forms of investments, 
BE RYVEAUN EEN Gays { : ne sniityr eeet Mineciieaiash ae onecenaie reinvestment. ] 
Mr. R. O. L., of Indiana, has expressed his satisfaction in these words: 


eV Guin annuity plan wi donor is assured of a liber- 
has well-nigh attained the al and reliable income 
acme in missionary effort. i } until death closes the con- 
It not only makes possible a tract. 

the dissemination of the ale wi £e ) “Frernity alone can re- 
glorious message of sal- el ‘| veal the good that is being 
vation to present and suc- ge ee and will continue to be 
ceeding generations, but 3 =F accomplished through 
also provides for the per- = , tee! = Annuity Bond Agree- 
manent and final invest- , ? ments of the American 
ment of funds, so that the Bible Society.”’ 


Hundreds of friends have written expressing complete satisfaction with 
the annuity plan. You, too, would be pleased with such an investment. 


Mail the Coupon Today! 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


American Bible Society 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York City 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet No. 62-O entitled ‘‘Bibles.and Bonds.”’ 


